


Education and Outreach: TIDE’s Freshwater Cup

By Norman Budna, TIDE Qutreach and Community Education

he 2009 Freshwater Cup —a
combination of a Football
Tournament and Environmental
Projects — began in November 2008.
Senior football teams planned and
started their environmental community
work and it was announced at a
Social Innovation Fair in Medellin,
Colombia that TIDE won First Prize
for innovation with the Freshwater
Cup. TIDE was selected from over
800 applications made by countries
in Latin America, Central America
and the Caribbean. TIDE was selected
from so many competitors for the prize
because the Freshwater Cup involves
the community, is innovative, is easily
replicable, and is cost effective.

Food, fun, and football began the 2009
season on 1 March 2009 at Marathon
Day! The Senior Teams competing this
year include the Elridge Mavericks,

1es between spon‘an environmental awareness shou

resnwater Cup also pro'uz' es an excellent opportunity fo buy some ice treats

e encouraged throughout Belize

Big Hill Safari 109, Jacinto Ville (JV)
United, Punta Gorda Jah Roots, Silver
Creek Football Club, San Miguel Foot-
ball Club, Belize Defence Force

San Miguel Vs. San Marcos U12’s draws a huge crowd in San Miguel

reshwater Lup gets underway

Football Club and the University of
Belize — Toledo Campus. Games are
held almost every Sunday afternoon at
Union Field beginning at 2:00pm. Join
us for a fun afternoon of football and
refreshments at Union Field. Junior
games are played at the schools on
Thursday and Friday afternoons.

The announcement of winners of

the Environmental Projects and the
Football tournament will be in June
2009. The grand prize for each is
BZ$ 2,000. Throughout the football
tournament Environmental Education
and Outreach Coordinator, Norman
Budna has been assisted by TIDE staff

and volunteers.

The Rising TIDE
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Volunteer programme in 2009

I n January 2009 several volunteers joined TIDE from all
over the world:

JOINING TIDE FOR FOUR TO SIX
MONTHS:
e Matt Mosher came from Canada to work on
the Port Honduras Marine Reserve Manage-
ment Plan and help out at TIDE Tours.

Dana Castro joined TIDE for a two weeks work experience

e Ezrah Schraven came from the Netherlands, to
work on the Community Steward Program.

JOINING TIDE FOR JUST A MONTH
(OR LESS):

* Amanda Mundt came from Massachusetts, United
States. Amanda’s work and her essay about TIDE helped
her earn a four year scholarship to Clark University.
The scholarship (worth US$ 48,000) is awarded to first
year students “Making a Difference”; students who
have demonstrated an outstanding commitment to and
leadership in community engagement endeavours. We
hope Amanda will visit us and tell students in Belize
how to find and apply for scholarship and grants.

e Sarah Taylor, a teacher from Brown University in
Rhode Island, worked with TIDE marine biolo-

gists to conduct research and monitoring.

¢ Philipp Wagnitz from Germany (and a student at the
University of Monterrey in Mexico) led a project to
study solid waste management. I am sure many peo-
ple saw the very tall blond man leading the collection
of garbage on several early mornings in February!

* Toni Aquilar and Aric Donajowski travelled from the
United States and helped conduct activities in Mon-
key River but most importantly, they used their fire-
fighting skills to burn over 2.5 miles of “blackline”
in Payne’s Creek National Park. Blackline is a thirty
foot wide strip of land burned so that wildfire cannot
cross it and fire can be contained. PCNP still had 17
miles left to burn when Toni and Aric departed. Rang-

April ‘09 - July ‘09

ers were surprised to watch Toni work just as hard
and know just as much about fire as any of the men!

* Steve Morrison from The Nature Conservancy and
a mentor to the TIDE Fire Management Program
also gave his time and work for this project.

* Hope Sutton from the North Carolina De-
partment of Natural Resources visited for
an exchange of ranger management.

* TIDE was joined by Jose Bardalez and Jeovanny Molina,
from Independence High School, and by business
student Dana Castro as a two week “work experi-
ence” volunteer from Toledo Community College.

* Volunteers from the Natural Resources Program at the
University of Belize are working with the Junior Fresh-
water Cup and will be participating in a special mapping
program over a weekend in early April. They are: Marty
Alvarez, Salvino Choc, Yasmin Ramirez, Federico Caal,
Elmer Figueroa, Dario Williams, and Lucas Titus Coc.

In December we said good-bye to Daniella van den Akker
from the Netherlands who had volunteered with our Envi-
ronmental Education and Outreach Program for 3 months.

In May and June we will be greeting new volunteers who
will be here for a few weeks to a few months — Harpy Mor-
gan, Glenis Padilla, Rob Fergeson, and Lisa Gualtieri. We
will be involving more and more volunteers from Belize —
the Environmental Club of the University of Belize —Bel-
mopan, students from UB — Toledo, and others. For more
information on becoming a volunteer call the TIDE office or
email Ruth Dawson at: rdawson@tidebelize.org.

Exzrah Schraven left an impression on the community stewards
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Catch Share proposal - Future happenings

an Catch Shares end the race to fish and give fisherman
more flexibility in how and when they fish?

These and other questions are being asked by local fisherman,
the Environmental Defense Fund, TIDE, and the Wildlife
Conservation Society.

A Catch Share is:

e Dart of a successful ecosystem based management
approach to fisheries (like the Port Honduras Ma-
rine Reserve) where the economic interests of the
fishermen align with conservation outcomes;

¢ An allocation of a secure share of the total catch
or the fishing area that is dedicated to an in-
dividual, a group, or a community;

e An open access resource;

* A common resource that is protected;

* A longer term investment for a fisher.

Learn more at: http://www/edf.org/page.cfm?tagIlD=88

Or contact:

Nicqnor Requena, the Project Coor-

dinator
nicrequena@gmail.com
Or:

Celia Mahung/TIDE
cmahung@tidebelize.org

Executive Director’s Caribbean Fisheries

Tour - Sponsored by The Commonwealth

Policy Studies Unit

n January of this year, Our Executive Director, Mrs. Celia

Mahung was selected by the Belize Fisheries Department
and the Commonwealth Policy Studies Unit — London
University to participate in a Caribbean Fisheries Tour to St.
Lucia, Trinidad and Tobago and Belize to learn about the
management of fisheries in this region. There has been serious
concern about the drastic depletion of fish stocks throughout
the world and the purpose of the tour was to identify the state
of fisheries and make recommendations to governments on
ways to improve fisheries management.

She stated that though Belize has its challenges with fisheries
management, it was enlightening to learn that when com-
pared to the Caribbean, we are ahead. The establishment of
marine reserves and co-management with NGO’s is certainly
helping. She said that the Caribbean participants were amazed

to see the Hol Chan Marine
Reserve and to learn about

the management of the Port
Honduras Marine Reserve and
other reserves in Belize.

Mrs. Mahung was excited to
share that TIDE is one of the
few organizations that carries
out day and night surveillance
of the Port Honduras Marine
Reserve to ensure fisheries reg-
ulations and tell of the ongoing
monitoring we use to inform
management of the reserve.

The World Conference on Sport and the

Environment

As a result of the CEPAL Social Innovation award

that TIDE received in Medellin Colombia for its
innovative Fresh Water Cup Program, our Executive Director
was selected by the National Olympic Committee to
represent Belize at the World Conference on Sport and the
Environment held in Vancouver.

Mrs. Mahung made presentations on the TIDE Fresh Water

Cup idea and participants
from all over the world were
impressed with this innovative
program. She learned of how
other countries in the world
are using Sport as a way

to promote environmental
stewardship.

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR:

4th June - World Environ-
ment Day

4th and 5th June - Sea

Turtle Conservation Expo
coming to Punta Gorda!!

20-31 July 2009
- TIDE Annual Summer
Camps

September 2009
- September Celebrations

October 2009
- Youth Conservation Com-
petition and other activities
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